
As part of the practical demonstrations and hands-on opportunities included in 

the day schools, two benches will be constructed for use by West Stow Park 

and Anglo Saxon Village using traditional methods and local materials.  

Come along and get involved! 

Workshops location: 

West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village, Icklingham Road, West Stow, Suffolk, IP28 6HG  

Delivered by:  

Orchard Barn, Far Ringshall, Mid Suffolk, IP14 2LY 

www.orchardbarn.org.uk 

Orchard Barn is run by OBee Community Interest 

Company, a social enterprise specialising in using 

natural and traditional building projects as ways of 

bringing people together to learn. 

@TheBrecksBNG 

 TheBrecksBNG 

Brecks Building Skills 

Learn how to look after heritage buildings in a series of inspiring day 

schools organised and delivered by Orchard Barn. 

Presentations, demonstrations and hands-on activities, delivered by heritage 

experts in the historical surroundings of West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village.  



Throughout this series of day schools Orchard Barn aim to connect 

participants with the landscape, through an exploration of where their built 

heritage came from and how best to preserve it. We will encourage the 

utilisation of locally sourced materials for repairs and maintenance work, 

and techniques that are sensitive to both the building and the wider 

environment.  

Saturday 17th October 2015, 10-4: Mortar the point..! 

Presentations and demonstrations on the use of lime in 

conservation projects and traditional brick-laying. Try 

your hand at mixing mortars, pointing and laying bricks. 

Saturday 14th November 2015, 10-4 Caught knapping?  

Put your mind at ease with this day school about damp 

prevention and flint walling in heritage buildings. Learn 

about lime mortars and flint knapping with hands-on 

activities including building a flint wall and maintenance.  

Saturday 5th December 2015, 10-4: In the frame 

An introduction to timber frame construction and 

methods for repair. Demonstrations include repairing 

scarf joints, frame construction and peg making. Hands-

on activities take you from sourcing trees to chiselling 

out mortices and using traditional tools. 

 

Saturday 9th January 2016, 10-4: Batten down  

Learn about coppicing and the use of coppice materials 

in heritage buildings. Have a go at cleaving, dressing and 

fitting shingles and battens and preparing a greenwood 

bench.  

Saturday 12th March 2016, 10-4: Wattle be the future? 

An introduction to the wonderful world of traditional 

renders – wattle and daub, earth, clay and lime. 

Demonstrations and lots of practical activities included.  

Saturday 9th April 2016, 10-4: From the ground up  

Get your hands dirty as you explore the historic use of 

earth as a building material. Demonstrations and 

practical tasks on the making and use of cob and clay 

lump included.  

To book your place on any of our day schools:  

Tickets cost £5 per event per person. You can book your place by calling                    

01284 758000 or online at www.tinyurl.com/bbsworkshops 

These events will go ahead in all weather- talks will be inside, demonstrations and 

hands-on activities will be outside under cover. Bring stout/safety boots and older 

clothes for practical sessions, your own packed lunch and flask (or plan to purchase 

from Angles Cafe).  

What is Breaking New Ground?  

Breaking New Ground is a Heritage Lottery funded Landscape 

Partnership project, focusing on the heart of the Brecks area. Over 

the next two years, in partnership with a wide range of organisations, 

the scheme will deliver over 37 landscape and heritage based 

projects, including a grant scheme for new ideas. The aim is to get 

local communities involved, to tell the story of the Brecks and 

celebrate its unique social history, landscape character and the 

myriad of rare and unusual wildlife. To find out more visit our 

website: www.breakingnewground.org.uk  


