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Full Complement 

Nick and Holly 

are delighted to 

welcome 

Rebekah 

O’Driscoll to the 

Breaking New 

Ground team. 

Rebekah brings a wealth of experience having 

worked on another landscape partnership project.  

She has a background in conservation, working in a 

range of roles from herding cattle to studying moss 

and pretty much most things in-between!  

Rebekah is excited about the scope of the BNG 

projects to really make a difference to the Brecks 

area, benefitting wildlife and local communities. 

“I feel privileged to have the chance to work 

in such a unique and characterful landscape 

with so much to offer for all interests.” 

Office Update 

Rebekah joins us just in the nick of time as things 

are beginning to get very busy in the office. The last 

few months have seen a number of project start 

meetings; reviews and updates; admin system 

organised, with forms compiled and completed;  

promotional items purchased; website created; 

social media conquered (well, almost); a few site 

visits, and the occasional cake sampled from the 

Brandon Country Park tearoom.   

This month the focus will be on the first HLF claim, 

sifting of the applications for the ‘People’s Pot’ grant 

 application, and of course, a stress-free  

  induction to the project for Rebekah! 

 

New Partners 

We are pleased to welcome two new partner 

organisations to the project: West Stow Anglo 

Saxon Museum and West Suffolk Diary. 

West Stow first 

got involved at 

the beginning of 

August when 

they offered to 

be a venue for, 

and support, the 

Brecks Building 

Skills day schools.  They brought West Suffolk 

Diary on board to help with promotion and 

manage bookings.  The collaboration looks set to 

continue with some exciting discussions about 

the delivery of the Vernacular Architecture and 

Craft Skills event (new title coming soon).  

Enthused with ideas, this event will be a great 

celebration of traditional skills in the Brecks; it is 

due to take place next year. 

Projects Round-Up 

Almost all 37 projects have now started; site 

surveys have been conducted; schools, 

contractors, free-lancers approached; workshops 

delivered; events planned; 

and the BNG filing cabinet 

filled with our ‘paperless’ 

system!   

A big hit on Twitter was the 

first image from the nest-

cams for  Wings Over the 

Brecks.  See the Breaking 

New Ground website for 

more details 

(www.breakingnewground.org,uk). 
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Hobbies in Nest 07-08-14  
© Forestry Commission 
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Welcome to the first edition of 'The Breakdown'. We hope this will become a regular newsflash for 
project partners and participants, in which we share news and flag up items and forthcoming events.  



Flint in the Brecks (C14) 

The Breckland Society’s Breaking New Ground 

projects got off to a great start with twelve people 

attending the ‘Flint in the Brecks’ training day 

held on Sunday 6th July at Oak Lodge, High Lodge 

Forest Centre, courtesy of the Forestry 

Commission. David Robertson, Norfolk County 

Council’s Historic Environment Officer 

(Countryside), gave a presentation on the history 

of gunflint mining in the Brecks and the Lingheath 

flint-mining site nearby was used to explain how 

to identify and record flint mines – one of the 

main objectives of the project is to identify 

evidence of flint mine sites.  

Anne Mason spoke about the use of flint as a 

building material 

and in the 

afternoon the 

group looked at 

flint buildings in 

Santon Downham, 

as well as 

enjoying a 

fascinating guided 

tour of the church 

there with Bob 

Carr, the 

Archaeology 

Advisor for the Diocese of St Edmundsbury and 

Ipswich. 

Levels of interest were such that an additional 

training session was held by Anne Mason on 25 

July and as a result several participants have 

signed up to carry out surveys of churches and 

flint-mining sites across the Brecks. This work 

will start shortly, but it’s still not too late to join in 

if you’re interested! Please call Anne on 01760 

755685 to find out more. 

Written by 
Anne Mason
  

 

 

Creatively Interpreting the 
Brecks (C18) 

…”a wonderful learning and companionship day – 

thank you” 

The penultimate workshop in this year’s 

programme from the Iceni Botanical Artists 

focused on Pine Lines.  

Nick Gibbons started the day with a splendidly 

researched talk about the history of the Pine 

Lines, with many good photographs varying from 

early pine line maps, the effects of climate, soil 

types, varying locations of where they are 

currently seen, and the botany and diseases of the 

Scots Pine.  The talk was very well received and 

there were many following questions. 

Sheila OBrien had well prepared the practical side 

of the day. She demonstrated the painting of 

background skies, trees, and foregrounds, before 

dividing the group into two - those less 

experienced at landscape painting, and those 

more confident. She also had on display several of 

her own paintings of Scot’s Pines and Pine Lines, 

which were greatly admired. 

Some really beautiful and varied work was 

produced and as always, everyone worked 

extremely hard at highly concentrated levels.  

Sheila and I had difficulty in selecting the four 

best paintings, as individual styles and techniques 

presented equally valid work.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The four winners generously donated their 

paintings to be displayed at a later time. 

 
Written by Isobel Bartholomew  
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Breckland Society:  

www.brecsoc.org.uk/ 

Iceni Botanical Artists:   

www.icenibotanicalartists.co.uk/ 

© Alan Spidy 



Followers: 230 

 

Likes: 11—but 

we’ve only just 

started! 

 

t: @TheBrecksBNG 

f: www.facebook.com/

TheBrecksBNG 

Forthcoming Events: 

15th and 18th October, 5th and 8th November —Learn how to 

work Flint (fully booked). 

Brecks Building Skills: 

11th October—Mortar the Point! 

8th  November—Caught Knapping? 

13th December—In the Frame 

 

See www.breakingnewground.org.uk for more details. 

The People’s Pot 

The deadline has now passed for applications to our 

‘People’s Pot’ Grant fund. We have received 7 

applications. From these we are confident we can select 

a good number of high quality projects that complement 

the overall aims and objectives for BNG. They either 

offer to add new elements to existing areas of work, or 

add an entirely new dimension which is very exciting. 

The Grant Fund committee will be meeting later this 

month to review the applications.  A decision will be 

made shortly thereafter. 

Promotion, Promotion, 

Promotion 

We have BNG branded balloons, 

pens and stickers for project 

partners to give away at  events, 

workshops etc…  A leaflet and t-

shirts will be added to the 

collection soon.   

There are also feather flags, and 

banners that you can put out to fly 

the BNG colours!  We hope you 

will ensure these are used at 

every opportunity, particularly at 

all your BNG project events. 

Contact the office to  find out 

more - bng.admin@suffolk.gov.uk 

Picture of the Month 

Pool Frog  (Sept 2014) © Norfolk Wildlife Trust 



If there is something that you would like included in the 

next newsletter, please send details to Holly by 24th 

October. Holly.Isted@suffolk.gov.uk 

Breaking New Ground—Nick, Rebekah and Holly: 

c/o Visitor Centre, Brandon Country Park, Bury Road, Brandon, Suffolk, IP27 0SU 

01842 815465      e: bng.admin@suffolk.gov.uk       t: @TheBrecksBNG 

f: TheBrecksBNG. w: www.breakingnewground.org.uk 

www.breakingnewground.org.uk is LIVE!! 

Thanks to NWT, SALC, RSPB, Orchard Barn and SCC Public 

Rights of Way for creating a link from their sites.  If 

you’ve done this too, but are not mentioned here, please 

let us know so we can log your support; email 

bng.admin@suffolk.gov.uk—Thank You! 

What the Brecks Means to Me... 

To me the Brecks means… well, to be honest, I’m not sure yet.  The Brecks is new 

to me, or rather I’m new to it.  I lived in King’s Lynn for 8 years and like many 

people, occasionally passed through the area without  truly appreciating it. 

The Brecks is a beautiful landscape, rich in history,  where you'll find people 

passionate about telling it’s story.   I feel very fortunate to be  part of it now, 

working for BNG.  So at the moment, to me the Brecks is about discovery and … 

beech nuts, lots of little beech nuts; delightful when walking through the park to 

the sound of them raining down, not so when you come to drive home and realise 

you’ve parked right under a beech tree! 

Holly Isted 

BNG Business Support Officer 

© Nick Ford 

We’d like to hear your stories about the 
Brecks. What does the Brecks mean to 

you? Contact us at the office, tweet, 
message us on facebook, or even write to 

us at the park.  

mailto:bng.admin@suffolk.gov.uk
http://www.breakingnewground.org.uk/meet-the-team-2/bng-team/#https://twitter.com/TheBrecksBNG
http://www.breakingnewground.org.uk

