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Brecks Inspired Art at the Apex 
 
The Breaking New Ground Landscape Partnership Scheme presents an exhibition at The Apex, Bury 
St Edmunds  which will run from 12th – 30th January. The exhibition features original creative works 
by local artists of all ages who have been inspired by the landscape and wildlife of the Brecks.  
 
After visiting landscape features such as pine lines and heathland for inspiration, participants 
produced pieces of creative writing, water colour paintings and interesting interpretative ‘pattern’ 
style works.  
 
Paintings from the Iceni Botanical Artists’ Watercolour workshops feature Brecks plant life, from 
trees to fungi. The works were created by the participants, some of whom had never used 
watercolours before and capture the intricate details of the plants. 
 
In contrast, the art on display from the Brecks Landscape patterns workshops led by community 
artist Stephanie Hartick were made using a variety of materials, including torn coloured paper and 
textiles, with vibrant colours and patterns inspired by the landscape. Forest, woodlands, pine lines, 
heathlands and wetlands were explored and interpreted, together with the cultural heritage. This 
project also encouraged special needs groups to participate, including those with learning difficulties 
and those recovering from mental health issues. 
 
Alongside the visual art the exhibition features poetry written at a series of outdoor workshops led 
by local writers Melinda Appleby and Lois Williams, where participants took part in a series of 
creative exercises to produce poetry inspired by the landscape. 
 
The exhibition, which is on the first floor of the Apex Centre, is open to all until January 30th. To find 
out more about the Breaking New Ground Landscape Partnership scheme, visit 
www.breakingnewground.org.uk 

http://www.breakingnewground.org.uk/


 

 

 
From the Landscape Patterns workshop 
 

 
Fungi by Christine Picken (Iceni Botanical Art Workshop) 
 
 
 
Notes to Editors 
 

1. Breaking New Ground Landscape Partnership 



 

 

The Breaking New Ground partnership will be delivering a £2.2M scheme with a series of new 
and exciting landscape and heritage conservation projects for the Brecks, thanks to a £1.5M grant 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The partnership is made up of regional, national and local 
organisations with an interest in the area, community groups and members of the community 
and includes:  

Suffolk County Council, Norfolk County Council, Forest Heath District and St Edmundsbury 
Borough Councils, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, Natural England, Historic England, 
Forestry Commission, University of East Anglia, Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Norfolk Wildlife Trust, The 
Breckland Society, Norfolk Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group, Iceni Botanic Artists, Green Light 
Trust, Plantlife, Norfolk Geodiversity Partnership, Orchard Barn Environmental Education CIC, 
Ancient House Museum, West Stow Anglo Saxon Village. 

The funding comprises just under £1.5million for delivery of the project with the remainder 
contributed by the partner organisations and volunteer input. 

Breaking New Ground will be hosted by Suffolk County Council at Brandon Country Park which is 
in the heart of the area and provides a convenient and accessible location for participants and 
partners, and is the location for a number of public participation events.  

The Scheme outputs will concentrate on a 253km2 area within the Brecks, including Brandon and 
Thetford, with the aim of delivering real understanding and changes on the ground. This area 
encompasses a unique landscape in Britain with an incredible and much overlooked heritage and 
biodiversity. It has been selected to be a representative core of the whole Brecks area and 
contains the three main landscape character types of the Brecks, the two main population 
centers, and the greatest concentration of heritage assets.  

For more information visit: www.breakingnewground.org.uk 

 

2. About the Heritage Lottery Fund 

HLF’s Landscape Partnerships are helping bring together members of the community as well as local, 
regional, and national organisations to deliver schemes which benefit some of the UK’s most 
outstanding landscapes and rural communities.  Since 2003, HLF has committed grant-aid totaling 
£143m to 88 Landscape Partnership schemes across the UK 

Landscape Partnership schemes put heritage conservation at the heart of rural and peri-urban 
regeneration. Local, regional and national organisations work together to make a real difference to 
landscapes and communities for the long term. They do this by conserving habitats at landscape-
scale, promoting joined-up management, reviving long-lost skills, and much more. HLF-funded 
projects make a major contribution to work in the UK on implementing the European Landscape 
Convention. 

Thanks to National Lottery players, we invest money to help people across the UK explore, enjoy and 
protect the heritage they care about - from the archaeology under our feet to the historic parks and 
buildings we love, from precious memories and collections to rare wildlife. www.hlf.org.uk 
@heritagelottery @HLFEofE 

 

http://www.breakingnewground.org.uk/
http://www.hlf.org.uk/


 

 

 
 
Contact: 
 
For more information and images or to arrange interviews, contact: 
 
Nick Dickson 
Breaking New Ground Manager 
c/o Brandon Country Park 
Bury road 
Brandon IP27 0SU 
01842 815 465 
Email: nick.dickson@suffolk.gov.uk 
Twitter: @TheBrecksBNG 
 

mailto:nick.dickson@suffolk.gov.uk

