
 

 

 
 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE: 

 

Breaking New School Ground 

 

The Breaking New Ground Landscape Partnership is offering opportunities 

for schools in the Brecks to engage with their natural and cultural heritage 

through a number of educational projects within the scheme. 

 

The £2.2M Heritage Lottery funded Breaking New Ground Landscape Partnership Scheme is 

working hard to raise the profile of The Brecks within the local area and to reconnect 

members of the community with the heritage and landscape surrounding them. A total of 

37 projects will be delivered over three years, many of which are already underway. The 

individual projects are designed around different features of the Brecks, from heritage 

buildings to star species and habitats.  

The BNG team are currently contacting schools within the project boundary to sign them up 

to one or more of the six targeted educational projects on offer. These are being delivered 

by our delivery partners who are key organisations in the Breckland landscape and include 

the Wildlife Trusts for Norfolk and Suffolk, RSPB, Green Light Trust, Forest Heath District 

Council, Farm Conservation, Forestry Commission, Norfolk Biodiversity Information Service 

and Suffolk Biological Records Centre. The projects all aim to raise the understanding of the 

wildlife and culture of the Brecks through interactive learning experiences for all Key Stages.  

Councillor Lisa Chambers, Suffolk County Council’s cabinet member for education and skills 
and chairman of the Breaking New Ground LPS, said:  
 
“These projects will provide unique opportunities for local schools and pupils to discover the 
wealth of exciting culture, wildlife, landscape and heritage the Brecks has to offer. It aims to 
help and inspire young people living in the Brecks to connect with their local area. 
 
“The number and range of projects on offer through Breaking New Ground means there is 
something to suit every school and reach as many pupils as possible. Through working on  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

these projects, pupils will gain an understanding of their truly stunning surroundings and 
have their eyes opened to a world they may not have yet discovered. 
 
“I’m extremely excited about the benefit these projects will bring our young people and I 
urge all local schools to engage fully with the programme.” 
 
Equally enthused about local opportunities is Ian Monson, Norfolk County Councillor for the 
Brecks; 
 
“I am delighted that this project for our schools in the Brecks is going ahead. Far too often in 
this fast moving modern world, do we ignore the natural heritage and landscape around us, 
often because we have not been taught to appreciate it at an early age. Using key local 
organisations to bring it into the classroom is a perfect way of introducing a greater 
understanding, respect and love of this rich natural world of the Brecks we have inherited. 
 
I do hope that local schools will take full advantage of this wonderful opportunity and find 
time to become involved”. 
 
The six projects are all designed to be delivered independently but there is also opportunity 

to link projects together allowing schools to increase their involvement with the overall 

scheme. For example ‘The Brecks Uncovered’ project introduces pupils to the wildlife in the 

local area starting in the school grounds before branching out to a local nature reserve. This 

links to ‘Wildlife Recorders of Tomorrow’ which will help schools to learn how to record the 

wildlife in their school grounds and loan equipment such as bat monitors to get first-hand 

experience of monitoring techniques.   

For more information on these and the rest of our schools projects, ‘Beastly Brecks’, 

‘Breaking New Ground in the School Grounds’, Pine Lines and Pine Connections and ‘Wings 

over the Brecks’, please visit our website www.breakingnewground.org.uk or contact us 

directly: 

Breaking New Ground LPS 

C/O Visitor Centre 

Brandon Country Park 

Bury Road 

Brandon 

Suffolk 

IP27 0SU 

Tel: 01842 815465 

e-mail: bng.admin@suffolk.gov.uk 

 

http://www.breakingnewground.org.uk/


 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
The Breaking New Ground partnership will be delivering a £2.2M scheme with a series of new and 
exciting landscape and heritage conservation projects for the Brecks, thanks to a £1.5M grant from 
the Heritage Lottery. The partnership is made up of regional, national and local organisations with an 
interest in the area, community groups and members of the community and includes:  
 

Suffolk County Council, Norfolk County Council, Forest Heath and St Edmundsbury District 
Councils, RSPB, Natural England, English Heritage, Forestry Commission, University of East 
Anglia, Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Norfolk Wildlife Trust, The Breckland Society, Farm 
Conservation, Iceni botanic Artists, Green Light Trust, Plantlife, Norfolk Geodiversity 
Partnership, Orchard Barn Environmental Education CIC, Ancient House Museum 

 
The funding comprises just under £1.5million for delivery of the project with the remainder 
contributed by the partner organisations and volunteer input. 
 
Breaking New Ground will be hosted by Suffolk County Council at Brandon Country Park which is in 
the heart of the area and provides a convenient and accessible location for participants and 
partners, and is the location for a number of public participation events.  
 
The Scheme outputs will concentrate on a 253km2 area within the Brecks, including Brandon and 
Thetford, with the aim of delivering real understanding and changes on the ground. This area 
encompasses a unique landscape in Britain with an incredible and much overlooked heritage and 
biodiversity. It has been selected to be a representative core of the whole Brecks area and contains 
the three main landscape character types of the Brecks, the two main population centres, and the 
greatest concentration of heritage assets.  
 
See www.brecks.org for more information 
 
About the Heritage Lottery Fund 
HLF’s Landscape Partnerships are helping bring together members of the community as well as local, 
regional, and national organisations to deliver schemes which benefit some of the UK’s most 
outstanding landscapes and rural communities.  Grants available now range from £100,000 up to 
£3m. 
 
Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) sustains and 
transforms a wide range of heritage for present and future generations to take part in, learn from 
and enjoy. From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment and 
cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage. HLF has supported 36,000 
projects, allocating £5.9billion across the UK. Website: www.hlf.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.brecks.org/
http://www.hlf.org.uk/


 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Contact: 
 
For more information and images or to arrange interviews, contact: 
 
Nick Dickson 
Breaking New Ground Manager 
c/o Brandon Country Park 
Bury road 
Brandon IP27 0SU 
01842 815 465 
Email: nick.dickson@suffolk.gov.uk 
Twitter: @TheBrecksBNG 
 

mailto:nick.dickson@suffolk.gov.uk

