
Breaking New Ground mid-point article

Looking back 
It’s been a busy start to 2016 for the Breaking New Ground Landscape Partnership. Not only are the team 

continuing to support and deliver the 37+ Natural and built heritage projects throughout the heart of the Brecks, 

but the scheme has passed the halfway mark of its three year funding period. 

As the team undergo a formal mid-point review by the Heritage Lottery Fund, it seems like to good time to take a 

look at what the project has achieved so far, and also to look ahead at what’s still to come. 

It’s interesting to see which projects really grab people’s imagination, as it’s often not the obvious ones that turn 

out to be most successful. For BNG these have been the Botanical Watercolour Workshops being delivered by the 

Iceni Botanical Artists, led by Isobel Bartholomew, a fantastic Brecks botanical artist. These workshops cater to 20 

participants at a time and each year we’ve run a series of 4 that are booked up within days of becoming available. 
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We were also very surprised at the interest and take-up of places at the ‘Caring for the Built Heritage of the Brecks’ 

workshops. Aimed at owners of old buildings, local builders and those interested in ancient building skills, we set 

an ambitious target of filling 50 places at 6 events last winter and repeated this year. The events were hosted at 

the perfect lo0cation, West Stow Anglo Saxon Village, and almost every place has been filled. We try to get 

feedback at these sorts of events and the response from participants has been incredibly positive. West Stow even 

gained an amazing new timber noticeboard and seat made as a result of participants trying out their newfound 

skills. 
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We went back to West Stow last Easter for the ‘Big Brecks Fest’, a celebration of the heritage skills that created the 

landscape and buildings that the area is so famous for. Visitors got the chance to experience a wide range of skills 

including flint knapping, timber framing, willow weaving, working with mud and clay and even blacksmithing. 

There were also a range of Easter activities, trails and face-painting for the younger visitors to enjoy. Not knowing 

what sort of response we would get for this event we had a target of 250 visitors. Over the 2 days we had in excess 

of 1,700 people of all ages, from far and wide come and learn a bit more about the Brecks and the heritage skills 

that made it what it is today. We’re delighted that as a result of its success, West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village will be 

continuing to run the Big Brecks Fest this Easter weekend (27
th

 and 28
th

 March), and there will be even more 

activities, stalls and family fun to be had than last year! 
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August saw the reintroduction of the Pool Frog to the UK, with a release of juvenile frogs into a Pingo pond at 

Thompson Common. These frogs were extinct in the UK, and it was amazing to have played a part in bringing them 

back to the Brecks. This project really captured people’s imagination and we were delighted to have both Anglia 

News and BBC Look East’s Dawn Gerber brave the wettest day of the summer to out and share the story with their 

viewers. 

Pool frog pic 

Another thing we couldn’t predict at the start of the scheme was what sort of reaction we might get to the Grant 



fund. We’ve now had two rounds of funding and the quality of projects has been outstanding. We’ve been 

delighted to support two art projects; one focussing on creative writing and another on landscape patterns, 

engaging with a wide cross-section of people including those with learning difficulties and mental health problems. 

Again, the response from participants was incredibly positive. We also funded an innovative new heritage trail in 

Thetford. Called a Munzee trail, this is an App based heritage discovery trail in which participants can score points 

for solving clues. 

We were also very pleased to have been able to fund the rescue of the flint mural masterpieces from the old 

Brandon Library. Once we discovered that the Library was listed for demolition through our Flint in the Brecks 

Project, we moved quickly in partnership with Suffolk CC and local builders to ensure that we were able to remove 

them from the wall and make them safe until their future home could be established. 

We always knew that the LiDAR (a form of aerial RADAR scanning of the forest) would produce interesting results, 

but none of us could imagine how much new information would be revealed once we used the data to digitally 

remove the trees from the landscape to reveal what was underneath. Using digital enhancement techniques we 

can clearly see all the marks on the ground, hidden since the Brecks forests were planted. These include features 

from military training activity in WW1 and WW2 as well as the flint mining activity throughout the centuries and 

numerous potential new sites of hitherto unrecorded Anglo-Saxon and Roman activity. Everyone here is very 

excited by this and urgent discussions are being held to ensure that we can make this new information available to 

the public as soon as possible, and also to make sure that we find the best way to ensure that we make the most of 

the new opportunities these discoveries provide. 

 

Still to Come 
 

With well over a year to run, our diary is full of exciting events and activities (see website for details) and a great 

number of things we still want to achieve before the scheme comes to an end in 2017. 

Other than our ongoing series of events (listed separately), highlights of the coming year include the 

aforementioned Big Brecks Fest. It will be even bigger this year and if it continues to be a success will become an 

annual event and prove to be one of the great community engagement legacies of the BNG scheme. 

We’re also looking forward to the results of the Secret Brecks Grant project that has created a dramatic film set in, 

and promoting the Brecks landscape and heritage. The latest exciting news is that ‘Create’, the company 

responsible for producing the film will be entering it in the short film category at Cannes! A Brecks premiere will be 

announced in due course. 
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We’re all looking forward the next deadline for grant applications recently announced as being the 31
st

 March, and 

hope that there will be some exciting projects for us to support this year. For the final year of this mini grant 

scheme, we will be making grants available of up to £5,000 for project that focus on restoration or conservation of 

heritage features in the project area. More information can be found on our website by clicking on the ‘People’s 

Pot’ icon. 

Public engagement and involvement is what we want to concentrate on this year. AS well as just coming along to 

events and activities to discover this unique landscape, we’d like to change people’s habits when out and about. 



With very little effort it’s possible to record the interesting and rare plants and animals you might come across and 

by doing so share that information with the specialists. They can use all our submitted data to improve how the 

landscape is cared for and protected. Our Wildlife Recorders project run by the Norfolk Biodiversity Information 

Service is busy delivering sessions and workshops to help identify different types of wildlife and show us all how 

easy it is to become a wildlife recorder. 

Further use of the recording skills can be made when the new walking trails are launched later this year. We will be 

connecting West Stow with Brandon through the new Brecks Trail, and are currently busy improving the route 

along the Little Ouse between Brandon and Thetford as part of the Brecks Forest Way project, both project will 

have a formal launch this year, with the Brecks Trail having it launch on the 18
th

 May during the Suffolk Walking 

Festival. This will include guides and refreshments! Other trails underdevelopment this year include the Earth 

Heritage Trail and the Brecks Heritage Trails, a series of new interpreted walks in the heart of the Brecks that will 

provide an interesting opportunity to discover some of the hidden stories in the history of our landscape. The 

history of Flint in the Brecks is also the subject of our fascinating Exhibition at Ancient House Museum in Thetford 

which will run until autumn. 

Other history related activity includes the Military History project which is seeking volunteers to help uncover the 

story of how the Brecks helped win the wars, whether it was through providing gun flints to the army to help 

defeat Napoleon, or as training grounds for the first tanks in WW1 and the army right through to the modern age. 

On a different note, the Tangram Theatre Company will be going into schools this summer to promote and 

celebrate the Brecks in a different way with our own version of the ‘Horrible Histories’ that will tell the story of the 

Brecks landscape and its unique past. The rest of us will be able to enjoy their performance at the Big Brecks Fest! 

Working with schools is a great way to engage with children and can take many forms. We’re proud to be 

continuing our support of local schools to get their students out into the Brecks to learn why this area is important 

for biodiversity on an international level, as well as working in the school grounds to recreate important Brecks 

habitats as teaching resources. 
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Through the restoration of the old Engine house at Brandon Country Park we’ll also be creating a teaching/training 

and volunteer centre for all our project partners and participants to use in the future. One that will provide a new 

site for bringing people together to learn the skills needed, and participate in, the conservation of the Brecks’ 

iconic landscape and heritage. 

If any of the things we’re doing tickle your fancy, or you’d like to find out more about these or our many other 

Projects, please don’t hesitate to visit the project website www.breakingnewground.org.uk or come and pay us a 

visit at Brandon Country Park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.breakingnewground.org.uk/


Some of our events coming up in 2016: 

Yellow Lunar Underwing Moth Workshops 4th &18th Feb 17:30 Weeting and Brandon Heaths 

Fantastic Flint Discovery Day: 17th Feb 10:30-13:30 Ancient House Museum 

Archival Research Training Workshop 19th Feb 13: 30 Suffolk Records Office, Bury St Edmunds 

Introduction to Wildlife Recording Sessions: Various dates in February 

Big Brecks Fest: An Easter family event celebrating the Brecks 27
th 

- 28
th

 March 

The Brecks Trail Launch event: A guided walk from Brandon Country Park to West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village 18
th

 

May 

Forest Fest: A fun family activity event at Brandon Country Park, discover the Forest: 3
rd

 June 

Enchanted Forest: a magical celebration of the Brecks Forests at Brandon Country Park with performers and 

activities for all ages 26
th

 August 

Enchanted Heath: celebrating the Heathlands that make the Brecks so special with magical performances and 

activities for all 22
nd

 – 23
rd

 October 

 

Find out more and book at http://www.breakingnewground.org.uk/events 

 

STOP PRESS: IBA Botanical Art Watercolour Workshops 2016 Dates  

7th May (Wildflowers)—9th July (Insects & flowers)—24th Sept (Pinelines) —8th Oct (Fungi) 

Booking for these very popular workshops will open in early March.  


