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Ground breaking digital treasure-hunt comes to the Brecks 

  
The Breaking New Ground Landscape Partnership Scheme announces a new 

grant award 
 
The BNG Landscape Partnership is pleased to announce the award of a new grant of £2040 to 
Norfolk Trails for the development of an exciting and innovative new form of walking trail in the 
heart of Thetford.   

 
Called the Thetford Munzee Heritage trail, this new project will see a 
series of discreet ‘Quick Reference’ (QR) codes being placed in key 
locations around Thetford Town, creating a digital heritage trail that 
can be accessed through the Munzee App. It will encourage 
participants to explore the town and discover some of its fascinating 
ancient buildings and features, while also providing information and 
links to further opportunities for discovery. The trail will be set up and 
launched during the summer. 
 
Munzee is a high-tech treasure hunt where you download a free app 
to your smartphone and start capturing Munzees to score points.  A 
Munzee is a QR code hidden somewhere in the surroundings; be that 
on a lamppost, in a shop window or on a sign.  The app features an 
interactive map, built-in compass and uses GPS to help you find your 
way to each Munzee.   In addition you will be given a clue for each 

Munzee.  When you find it, you can scan the code to score your points... but not before 
answering a special quiz question.  The quicker you get it right, the more points you get. Half 
the fun is in the hunt; but they aren’t always a piece of cake to find so you need to keep your 
treasure hunting wits about you! 
 
 
Once you start, you just won’t want to stop.  
You’ll be collecting Munzee points left, right and 
centre!  And we can guarantee that it won’t just 
be the kids as Munzee trails are perfect for all 
generations and are great for getting the whole 
family outside exploring their local area.  It’s a 
brilliant way to learn more about the fascinating 
history and landscape of Thetford and to 
discover places you may never have been to. 



 

 
“We are delighted to be funding the Munzee Trail Project, which offers an original and 
imaginative way of engaging younger people particularly with the heritage of 
historic  Thetford. We hope the munzees will encourage residents and visitors alike to get 
out and about and explore this fascinating town.” James Parry, Chairman BNG Grant Award 
Committee 

 
The ‘Breaking New Ground’ Landscape Partnership Scheme, supported by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, has made this project possible through its small grants fund which supports 
individuals, organisations and communities seeking funding for their own Landscape or 
Heritage projects in the scheme area. The Breaking New Ground team were pleased to 
receive a number of fantastic applications for its second round of grants, and the Thetford 
Munzee Heritage Trail will be joining the two other projects that received funding last 
December.  
 
The Sandlines project is already delivering a series of creative writing workshops inspired by 
the Brecks.The Brecks Landscape Patterns project will be taking participants out into the 
landscape to discover the landscape and create art. Both of these projects are actively 
encouraging anyone with an interest in either writing or art and experience is definitely not 
required!  For more information on any of the Breaking New Ground projects please visit 
www.breakingnewground.org.uk  
 
 
 
Contact for interviews, information or images: 
Breaking New Ground LPS 
C/O the Visitor Centre 
Brandon Country Park 

From left to right: Nick Dickson, BNG Project Manager; 
Kirsty Webber-Walton and David Yates, Norfolk Trails. 

http://www.breakingnewground.org.uk/


 

Brandon 
Suffolk IP27 0SU   
 
Tel/Fax:  01842 815 465 
Email:   bng.admin@suffolk.gov.uk 
www.breakingnewground.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
The Breaking New Ground partnership will be delivering a £2.2M scheme with a series of new and 
exciting landscape and heritage conservation projects for the Brecks, thanks to a £1.5M grant from 
the Heritage Lottery. The partnership is made up of regional, national and local organisations with an 
interest in the area, community groups and members of the community and includes:  
 

Suffolk County Council, Norfolk County Council, Forest Heath and St Edmundsbury District 
Councils, RSPB, Natural England, English Heritage, Forestry Commission, University of East 
Anglia, Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Norfolk Wildlife Trust, The Breckland Society, Farm 
Conservation, Iceni botanic Artists, Green Light Trust, Plantlife, Norfolk Geodiversity 
Partnership, Orchard Barn Environmental Education CIC, Ancient House Museum, West Stow 
Anglo Saxon Village 

 
The funding comprises just under £1.5million for delivery of the project with the remainder 
contributed by the partner organisations and volunteer input. 
 
Breaking New Ground will be hosted by Suffolk County Council at Brandon Country Park which is in 
the heart of the area and provides a convenient and accessible location for participants and 
partners, and is the location for a number of public participation events.  
 
The Scheme outputs will concentrate on a 253km2 area within the Brecks, including Brandon and 
Thetford, with the aim of delivering real understanding and changes on the ground. This area 
encompasses a unique landscape in Britain with an incredible and much overlooked heritage and 
biodiversity. It has been selected to be a representative core of the whole Brecks area and contains  
the three main landscape character types of the Brecks, the two main population centres, and the 
greatest concentration of heritage assets.  
 
See www.breakingnewground.org.uk for more information 
 
About the Heritage Lottery Fund 
HLF’s Landscape Partnerships are helping bring together members of the community as well as local, 
regional, and national organisations to deliver schemes which benefit some of the UK’s most 
outstanding landscapes and rural communities.  Since 2003, HLF has committed grant-aid totalling 
£127m to 77 Landscape Partnership schemes across the UK 
 

mailto:bng.admin@suffolk.gov.uk
http://www.breakingnewground.org.uk/
http://www.breakingnewground.org.uk/


 

Landscape Partnership schemes put heritage conservation at the heart of rural and peri-urban 
regeneration. Local, regional and national organisations work together to make a real difference to 
landscapes and communities for the long term. They do this by conserving habitats at landscape-
scale, promoting joined-up management, reviving long-lost skills, and much more. HLF-funded 
projects make a major contribution to work in the UK on implementing the European Landscape 
Convention. 
 
Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) sustains and 
transforms a wide range of heritage for present and future generations to take part in, learn from 
and enjoy. From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment and 
cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage. Website: www.hlf.org.uk  
 
 
Contact: 
 
For more information and images or to arrange interviews, contact: 
 
Nick Dickson 
Breaking New Ground Manager 
c/o Brandon Country Park 
Bury road 
Brandon IP27 0SU 
01842 815 465 
Email: nick.dickson@suffolk.gov.uk 
Twitter: @TheBrecksBNG 
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