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Brecks Building Skills 

Do you own, work with or just love 

heritage buildings?  

 

As part of the Heritage Lottery Funded Breaking 

New Ground Landscape Partnership Scheme for 

the Brecks, West Stow Anglo Saxon Village will be 

hosting an inspiring series of day schools led by 

Orchard Barn Environmental Education CIC. 

 

From lime mortars to timber frames, learn how to look after heritage buildings through 

presentations, demonstrations and hands-on activities.  Day schools will be led by heritage 

experts in the historical surroundings of the West Stow Anglo Saxon Village. 

Thanks to the Heritage Lottery Fund, places on these day schools are just £5 per day. 

 

Dates and Workshops 

11th October 2014 

10am-4pm 
Mortar the point..! 

Use of lime in conservation projects and 
traditional brick-laying. 

8th November 2014 

10am-4pm 
Caught knapping? Damp prevention and flint walling. 

13th December 2014 

10am-4pm 
In the frame 

An introduction to timber frame construction and 
methods for repair. 

10th January 2015 

10am-4pm 
Batten down 

Learn about coppicing and the use of coppice 
materials in building. 

14th March 2015 

10am-4pm 

Wattle be the 
future? 

An introduction to the wonderful world of 
traditional renders– wattle and daub, earth, clay 
and lime. 

11th April 2015 

10am-5pm 

From the ground 
up 

Explore the historic use of earth as a building 
material. 

 



  

 

 

Throughout the series of day schools ‘Orchard Barn’ 

aim to connect participants with the landscape, 

through an exploration of where their built heritage 

came from and how best to preserve it. They will 

encourage the utilisation of locally sourced materials 

for repairs and maintenance work, and techniques 

that are sensitive to both the building and the wider 

environment. 

 

 

For more information visit www.breakingnewground.org.uk or phone 01842 815465. 

Booking is being done by West Suffolk Diary at http://www.westsuffolkdiary.co.uk/where-to-

go/brecks-building-skills-at-west-stow or on 01284 758000. 

 

 

ENDS 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

Orchard Barn is run by OBee Community Interest Company.  They are a not-for-profit social 

enterprise specialising in using natural and traditional building projects as way of bringing 

people together to learn.  To find out more visit www.orchardbarn.org.uk 

 

Loving Living Landscapes 

Living Landscapes are where people and nature come together. Breaking New Ground is a 

Heritage Lottery Funded Landscape Partnership Project, focusing on a 231km2 area in the 

heart of the Brecks.  Over the next three years, in partnership with a wide range of 

organisations, the scheme will deliver over 37 landscape and heritage based projects, 

including a grant scheme for new ideas.  The aim is to engage with local communities to tell 

the story of the Brecks and celebrate its unique social history, landscape character and the 

myriad of rare and unusual specialist wildlife.   

 

The partnership is made up of regional, national and local organisations with an interest in 

the area, community groups and members of the community and includes:  

http://www.breakingnewground.org.uk/
http://www.westsuffolkdiary.co.uk/where-to-go/brecks-building-skills-at-west-stow
http://www.westsuffolkdiary.co.uk/where-to-go/brecks-building-skills-at-west-stow


  

 

Suffolk County Council, Norfolk County Council, Forest Heath and St Edmundsbury District 

Councils, RSPB, Natural England, English Heritage, Forestry Commission, University of 

East Anglia, Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Norfolk Wildlife Trust, The Breckland Society, Farm 

Conservation, Iceni botanic Artists, Green Light Trust, Plantlife, Norfolk Geodiversity 

Partnership, Orchard Barn Environmental Education CIC, Ancient House Museum and West 

Stow Anglo Saxon Village. 

 

The £2.2million scheme comprises just under £1.5million from the HLF, with the remainder 

contributed by the partner organisations and volunteer input. 

 

Breaking New Ground will be hosted by Suffolk County Council at Brandon Country Park, 

the gateway to the Brecks.  The park provides a convenient and accessible location for 

participants and partners, and is the location for a number of public events.  

 

About the Heritage Lottery Fund 

HLF’s Landscape Partnerships are helping bring together members of the community as well 

as local, regional, and national organisations to deliver schemes which benefit some of the 

UK’s most outstanding landscapes and rural communities.  Grants available now range from 

£100,000 up to £3m. 

 

Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) sustains 

and transforms a wide range of heritage for present and future generations to take part in, 

learn from and enjoy. From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural 

environment and cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage. HLF has 

supported 36,000 projects, allocating £5.9billion across the UK. Website: www.hlf.org.uk 

 

Press Contact: 

 

For more information and images or to arrange interviews, contact: 

Nick Dickson, Breaking New Ground Manager t: 01842 815465   

e:nick.dickson@suffolk.gov.uk 

Twitter: @TheBrecksBNG 
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