HLF Report – Breaking New Ground Progress Report 01/10/2014–31/12/2014

Programme A
A1 – Ground Disturbance
The main progress for this project has been the work on the ‘Historic Environment Assessments’
being delivered by Norfolk County Council’s Historic Environment Service. Desk-based assessments
of all the Norfolk sites have been completed, as have site visits. Work on the Suffolk sites has also
commenced. A second interim report has been produced which provides information and
recommendations for all of the Norfolk sites. It will be updated as work and discussions on the
assessments continue.
It is hoped that ground work will begin this winter at Weeting Heath Norfolk Wildlife Trust Reserve;
quotes from three contractors to remove the turf from site and create an artificial warren bank have
been obtained. The NWT reserve manager met with Natural England (NE) to discuss and formulate
the consent notice for the turf removal at Weeting Heath and to discuss the preparatory survey
works which are required. From this meeting a formal consent notice was submitted to NE and this
process also paved the way to drawing up the specification for the survey work which needs to be
carried out to ensure SSSI features are not damaged. Two contractors have also met with the NWT
reserve manager to discuss the preparatory impact survey works. They were presented with a
contract specification and quotes were obtained from this. This is required to assess the impacts on
SSSI features before works can take place.
Suffolk County Council has also begun liaising with Natural England regarding Suffolk Brecks
Roadside Nature Reserves which will need SSSI consent for ground disturbance work to be carried
out. Updates on this will follow in the next quarter.
This project has also been delivering external talks to conservation groups. The NWT Weeting Heath
reserve manager gave talks to NWT local group, the Cranberry Rough Management Group, Thetford
Rotary Club, and the Pool frog Management Group (project A3).

A2 – Conserving the Brecks Wildlife Sites.
Progress for this project has been in line with the initial milestones. Information from surveys of 6
potential new County Wildlife Sites completed in the last quarter has been used to write
management statements for these sites. This work has included further visits from NWT
conservation officers, to assess management needs, where necessary. Work has also begun on
writing management plans for existing CWS, using information from 20 CWS condition assessments
that were completed by the surveyor. This work will continue during the next quarter. A meeting has
been held with Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Suffolk County Council Ecologist, to discuss writing of
management plans for CWS within Suffolk, along with preliminary discussions on CWS within Norfolk
and Suffolk that may be suitable for management work that is scheduled to take place in 2015 and
2016.

A3 – Pingo Project
Lots of exciting work has been taking place to prepare the pingos for pool frog re-introduction. NWT
staff have been able to remove some of the larger trees encroaching on the pingos using a new
portable electric winch. The material is then being removed from site or recycled to form log piles
creating suitable hibernation sites for pool frogs close to the pingo edges. NWT reserve manager
Darrell Stevens met with ARC and Dr John Baker (British Herpetological Society) on site to discuss the
on-going management works ready for the introduction of frogs to start.
Volunteers have been out on work parties clearing small trees while NWT staff have treated the
stumps to stop them re-growing. NWT organised one volunteer group with nine volunteers working
around the pingo areas, clearing around them to create more light/open space for the pool frogs.

A4 – Pine Lines and Pine Connections
The main focus for this quarter has been the
development of the Pine Lines leaflet by UEA. This
was more challenging than initially imagined due to
the variety of opinion for the best practice of pine
line management.
More research had to be carried out than was
planned for to try to draw out a consensus for best
practice management. Lots of experts were
consulted on matters including propagation
techniques and the contentious issue of whether the
lines should be managed to make them contorted or
allowed to grow up straight. The importance of the
pine lines for invertebrates was also researched and
was surprisingly detailed and complex. Despite the
extra work surrounding the leaflet the project
remains within budget.
The leaflet will be printed early in the New Year
(2015) with a print run of 1000. This also allows a
little extra time for some last minute changes if
required by the BNG team and other project
partners.

Draft pine line leaflet cover

Two of the biggest landowners in the BNG boundary, the Elveden and Euston estates, have now
been engaged with and have agreed to participate in the project. The estate managers are currently
drawing up some proposals for pineline work. Engagement with the wider farming community has
also continued and the project was highlighted at the high profile Farming and Wildlife Advisory
Group (FWAG) Members' evening in November, where 55 farmers and landowners were present.
The project was also promoted in a presentation given to 50 Easton College students in December
2014.

Research around the town of Thetford has shown there are significant pine lines in some of the
residential and industrial estates which have potential to be involved in the project and thus engage
with the local community.

Example of pine lines in residential Thetford.

A5 – Brandon Engine House Restoration
A contractor was engaged to develop a
formal business case for sign-off by SCC
and Brandon Country Park. This was
completed in early December, and has
now been agreed. The BNG manager has
also set up a design competition with
West Suffolk College (WSC) students on
the Level 3 Extended Diploma in
Construction and the Built Environment
course. Students will be presenting their
designs to a panel made up of
representatives from BNG, Brandon
Country Park, WSC, and the construction
industry in late January.

WSC students meeting BNG Project Manager Nick Dickson

A6 – Breaking New Ground Grant Fund
The BNG Grant Fund, re-named ‘The People’s Pot’, had 9 applications for funding from a wide
variety of projects. A meeting with the Grant Committee in December discussed each of the projects
in detail and decided to allocate awards to two of the applicants; ‘Sandlines’ and ‘Landscape
Patterns’.

‘Sandlines’ is a creative writing project which seeks to build a writing community around the Brecks,
using the landscape for its inspiration. It is led
by two award winning writers Melinda
Appleby and Lois Williams. Four workshops
will be held in four different locations within
the BNG area to teach techniques for
interpretive writing and gather inspiration
from the unique Brecks landscapes by going
on guided walks. There will be a page on the
BNG website dedicated to the project to
display the work produced and a public
reading event will take place at the end of
the project. It is hoped some of the work can
be displayed around the grounds of Brandon
Country Park as a lasting legacy. This project
Left to right: Nick Dickson, Lois Williams and Melinda Appleby
was awarded £3100.

‘Landscape Patterns’ is a project which works with the
community to interpret and create art from the patterns
found in the Brecks landscape using a variety of artistic
mediums, including large canvasses, collages and fabrics.
Workshops will be delivered in various locations around
the BNG area, including Brandon Country Park. Two of the
workshops will be open to the public and will form events
within the Suffolk Walking Festival. Other workshops will
be delivered to community groups such as those with
physical and learning disabilities and people suffering with
mental illness. This project was awarded £3,640.
These two new projects will enable the public to engage
with The Brecks in a very different way which will enrich
the overall BNG scheme. Press releases were sent out and
published for both of the awards.

Nick Dickson BNG, with Stephanie Hartick of
‘Landscape Patterns’

The Grant committee also discussed two projects put forward by the BTO (British Trust for
Ornothology), one for developing the wildlife garden at the headquarters and the other for satellite
tagging nightjars to monitor migration. It was felt that the project proposals did not include enough
of a community element to be awarded the funding but the BNG team will be discussing these
projects with the BTO to see if they can be developed and put forward for the next round of funding
in March 2015.

Programme B
B1 – People’s history of Thetford Forest & B2 – Enchanted Forest
There is no activity due on these projects for this quarter.

B3 – Family Fun
This project is now due begin delivery in the February half term 2015. Volunteers have been engaged
and the planning has begun for the events which will be delivered during 2015. This delay was due to
staffing re-structure within Forest Heath District Council and has been agreed by BNG.

B4 – Wildlife Recorders of Tomorrow
This quarter has seen the revision of the plans and timetables for the 2015 monitoring season.
Activities and events are being planned and potential speakers and trainers have been contacted. A
meeting with SBRC over the plans was positive and collaborative work will continue over the next
three months in preparation for the survey season, and delivery of events. The species surveillance
pages are being updated along with online recording forms on the website to be ready for the
survey season.
The project leads attended a training session with TCV (The Conservation Volunteers) which looked
at successful strategies for working with volunteers, from planning activities to co-ordination and
recording processes. The team felt this was very beneficial training which will improve the coordination strategy for this project.
The project was promoted at the Norfolk Monuments Management Volunteer Group annual get
together and a number of potential volunteers came forward on hearing about the
project. Recruitment for a volunteer coordinator is underway to help deliver and co-ordinate the
project. This will allow for a more concentrated effort to recruit and co-ordinate volunteers going
forward.

Programme C
C1 – Brecks Forest Way
This project has progressed in the development stages and is working in co-ordination with
Environment Agency and Forestry Commission to timetable works along the access route. River
restoration work is due to be carried out by the Environment Agency on the route during 2015 which
may impact on the bridleway, it is therefore necessary to time any surface works post this
restoration.
Similarly, necessary tree safety work along the stretch has been identified which would also need to
be carried out before any surfacing works. Norfolk CC is therefore looking at all works to be
completed under one closure of the route limiting impact on the public. They are currently finalising
quotes with contractors for both the bridge replacement and surfacing works. The bridge work will
potentially be carried out in the next quarter along with a defined timetable for all other work

C2 – Brecks Earth Heritage & C3 – Brecks Rides
There is no activity due on these projects for this quarter.

C4 – Wings over the Brecks
This project has been busy developing interpretation panels to be used at events and as part of a
roaming display. The final designs are nearly complete and should be ready for use at events in the
February half term 2015. The project leaflet is also under development as well as the roaming
display set-up which will allow the playing of digital nest camera footage at events in many locations.
Another 4 volunteers have been recruited in this quarter to help with the delivery of events and
development of resources. Each volunteer goes through an induction process and a trial to ensure all
parties are happy before they are officially recruited by the Forestry Commission team at High
Lodge. A volunteer thank you evening was run in December which included project updates, quizzes
and refreshments.
Two events were held this quarter.
The first was the half term stands in
October which included activities
such as a Nature Detective Trail,
craft activities and bird ringing in
partnership with the British Trust for
Ornithology (BTO). The numbers
engaged at this event were: 289
adults and 285 children.
The second event was a Halloween
bat walk in which the Suffolk County
‘Halloween Bat Walk’ event.
Ecologist took out families to
experience high lodge at night and see what bats could been heard and seen. This event engaged
with 18 adults and 13 children.
There have been a number of publicity opportunities for this project in this quarter. An interview
was given on Radio Suffolk about the stone-curlew season and volunteering opportunities. There has
also been a post on the RSPB volunteering Facebook page to promote volunteering opportunities in
the Brecks which also featured on Twitter.

C5 – Brecks Heritage Trail
There is no activity due on this project for this quarter.

C6 – LiDAR
No activity has taken place during this quarter on this project but the LiDAR flight is now planned to
take place in February 2015.

C7 – Brecks digital access
There has been continued development of the website to provide links to partner websites and to
keep the content updated with events and project outputs. A BNG Flickr site has also been created
to enable easy access to the growing library of project images.
https://www.flickr.com/photos/thebrecksbng/.
The project manager is currently drawing up briefs to send out for quotes to fulfil the other digital
access elements. Work should develop on this over the next quarter.

C8 – Brecks from Above
As the main elements of this project are not yet due to begin, the main activity in this quarter has
been the preparation of display material for events. Material has been supplied for use in the
Archaeological Training Programme events, for project D1, which are now taking bookings for events
in 2015.

C9 – Connecting the Landscape with its Archives, C10 – Journal of Brecks Studies, C11 –
Beastly Brecks, C12 – Upon this Rock
There is no activity due on these projects for this quarter.

C13 – Brecks Vernacular Materials and Craft Skills
This project is now being delivered by a new BNG partner, West Stow Anglo Saxon Village, where the
event, named ‘Big Brecks Fest’ will take place. Local heritage tradespeople have been invited and are
in the process of signing up to deliver a range of heritage skills demonstrations at the event. The
event will take place on 5th and 6th April over the Easter Weekend. Bookings are now being taken
through the West Suffolk Diary with 250 free tickets available on a first come first serve basis.
Income from further ticket sales will be ring-fenced to enable the event to be held again next year
and become a self-sustaining legacy of BNG.
Other partners in the BNG scheme will also be invited to attend with stands promoting their projects
and opportunities for training and volunteering.

C14 – Flint in the Brecks
The Flint in the Brecks project has had an exciting 6 months of delivery engaging a number of
volunteers who have delivered work well beyond the expectation of the project lead. The project
has attracted interest from both Breckland Society members as well as non-members and volunteers
have attended fieldwork training as well as archival research training to enable them to undertake
research in the Brecks. The quality of the volunteers’ survey records and the dedication they have
given to the project has surpassed expectations.
Known and possible gunflint mining sites in the
project area have been visited and mapped. The
opportunity this has given to ground-truth and
update existing written records, in addition to
providing information on previously
undocumented sites, has proved invaluable.
All churches in the designated BNG area have been
inspected by volunteer recorders and the use of
flint as a building material recorded. This is the first
time that such a systematic survey has been carried
out and a comprehensive photographic record
compiled.

Training in archival research at Norfolk Records Office

Lingheath was the gunflint mining site originally chosen
for clearance and the installation of an interpretation
panel. However, the amazing work of one volunteer, who
mapped 150 pits, highlighted the importance of an
alternative and more suitable site at the Elms Plantation,
on the Goshawk Trail near Mayday Farm. An access path
to view one of the shallow mine depressions there will be
created from the existing forest trail, the site cleared of
vegetation, and the interpretation panel installed in an
appropriate location.
As a result of local knowledge by one of the volunteers,
the Breckland Society became aware of flint murals in
the old Brandon Library, executed by flint-knappers, and
was able to make a photographic record of these. This is
particularly important as the building may shortly be
demolished.
The workshops in flint-knapping and gunflint-making
with local expert John Lord were exceptionally popular
Flint knapping workshop with John Lord
and all six workshops, were fully subscribed. Participants
were introduced to the skill of flint knapping by John who had
practiced the skill for his entire working life. They had the
opportunity to make their own pieces, under John’s watchful eye,
which they could take away. He also shared knowledge about
Neolithic flint mining he had learned whilst working at ‘Grimes
Graves’, the English Heritage site.
Interviews have been undertaken for the oral history component of
the project and have been transcribed. Work will continue beyond
the original 6 month time scale of the project to capture any findings
from the LiDAR flight which may highlight more flint mining sites.
Therefore the final collation of all the data and production of the
final report will be during 2015.

C15 – Brecks Warrens and Lodges, C16 – Sheep in the Brecks, C17 Brecks Military History
There is no activity due on these projects for this quarter.

C18 – Creatively Interpreting the Brecks
The final workshop in the series for 2014 was delivered in October at Santon Downham Village hall.
This workshop was about Fungi of the Brecks and was introduced with a specialist talk by Jonathan
Revett. This enthralling talk gave the 19 participants an introduction into the fascinating, and
somewhat gruesome, world of Brecks Fungi. Lots of photos and Brecks specific information was
given and many of the participants said this was the highlight of the day in their feedback forms.
Following the introductory talk participants could select from a vast array of specimens, collected
locally by tutor Reinhild Raistrick and Jonathan the day before. The unusually warm October and

perfect fungi growing conditions had brought on a
good flush in the woodlands in the Thetford area,
and everyone was impressed with the quantity and
variety of species available.
In advance Reinhild had also set up some individual
collections of fungi on damp Oasis to represent
them growing in their natural habitat, surrounded
by leaf litter, moss and grasses and demonstrated
how to achieve this natural look. Hand-outs were
also provided with hints and tips on how to draw
different shapes of fungi.
Demonstrations were given on watercolour
techniques and colour mixing involved with
Hard at work painting the fungi
painting both the fungi and the base habitat
materials surrounding the composition. Some very beautiful paintings were produced, considering
the time available, and everyone worked hard with high levels of concentration. From the paintings
produced four were selected for display along with others from the previous workshops. The chosen
paintings have all been mounted for display in a roaming exhibition starting in January at Brandon
Country Park. In addition many of the paintings produced have been scanned to display digitally on
the BNG website and the BNG Flickr site.
Below are some quotes from the feedback forms, the day was very well received:
“…..impressed with the course and the high level of knowledge and teaching”
“…..a very friendly, helpful and instructive day “
“…..it has given me insight into the local area rich in fungi”
“…..I really enjoyed today – very well run and tutored”
Dates are being finalised for the 2015 workshops which will begin taking bookings around February
time.

Painting produced at the workshop by Sheila O’Brien

C19 – Landscape Revolution
There is no activity due on this project for this quarter. Delay due to procurement issues, expected
to start late February 2015.

Programme D
D1 – Discovering the Archaeological Landscape of the Brecks Training Programme
This quarter saw the launch of the Discovering the Archaeological Landscape of the Brecks project
with an event held at the West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village on 1st November. This drop-in event
featured displays and PowerPoint presentations about the archaeology of the Brecks and details of
the training sessions being offered as a part of the programme. The centrepiece of the event was an
illustrated talk by David Robertson of the Norfolk Historic Environment Service. Two other members
of staff from the NHES were present, Claire Bradshaw and Amanda Rix, and Richard Hoggett
represented the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service. The Breaking New Ground team was
represented by Rebekah O’Driscoll.
Despite a comprehensive programme of advance publicity, public attendance of the event was
disappointing, with only a handful of interested volunteers participating. However, those who did
participate have expressed an interest in participating in the further work of the project, and the
feedback received from those who attended has been very positive.
Following the disappointing turnout for this event, a project debrief was held to discuss the way
forward. After reviewing the event, it was decided that rather than attempting a second launch
event, the project will progress to the training sessions phase as planned. These sessions have
already started to take bookings from interested parties and are proving to be popular. It is
anticipated that the next quarter will see a marked increase in interest and engagement with the
project as more events are planned, publicised and delivered.

David Robertson, NCC,
presenting at the Launch event

D2 – Caring for the built heritage of the Brecks
Orchard Barn Environmental Education (OBee) CIC have planned and delivered 3 successful Brecks
Building Skills day schools at West Stow Anglo Saxon Village during this quarter. Demand for places
has been keen, and the 3 day schools have provided heritage building skills training for 142
participants. The highlight for many has been the hands-on practical component – helping to make a
new noticeboard/seat for West Stow. During the 3 day schools the brick and flint foundations have
been constructed and the timber frame made from trees sourced within half a mile.
The ‘Mortar the Point’ day School on 11th October day school included two lectures by heritage
expert Rory Sumerling MSc IHBC Historic Building Conservation about Lime and the use of Lime in
heritage buildings and about Traditional brick
laying. Demonstrations included slaking lime,
mortar matching and the identification of
different types of lime. Practical sessions
included mortar mixing, how to clean up old
bricks for re-use, brick ID, laying bricks using
different bonds and constructing a
castellated brick pier. During lunch,
participants had a choice of a guided tour of
West Stow Anglo Saxon village, or a visit to
select trees for the next part of the practical
project. Of the 48 pre-booked places, 46
participants attended this day school, 16 of
‘Mortar the Point’ day school
which were the owner of a listed building.

‘Caught Knapping’ on the 8th November
included a presentation about the historic
use of flint in construction by John Selby BA
MSc IHBC Conservation. The second lecture
about why old buildings get damp and how
to remedy it was delivered by Mike
McConnell, BA IHBC, Historic Building
Consultant. Flint Knapper Simon gave
demonstrations and talked freely about flint
knapping. Dry flint walling was practiced
along with flint selection and flint wall
construction. Of the 54 pre-booked places,
50 participants attended this day school
most attending through an interest in
heritage buildings and traditional skills.

‘Caught Knapping’ day school

The final day school for the
quarter was ‘In the Frame’ on
13th December which started
with a brief resume of where
we had got to regarding the
practical project. This was
followed by Rick Lewis of
Traditional Oak Carpentry who
presented a lecture on
traditional timber framing. The
middle of the day provided
opportunities to observe how
timber frame mortice and
tenons are marked out and
then cut as well as a walk to
‘In the Frame’ day school
look at how to source trees for
timber. There was also a hewing demonstration and an introduction on how to undertake timber
frame repairs. Practical opportunities also included peg making on the shave horses, planing up the
timber frame and helping to put together and subsequently erect the noticeboard. Rick Lewis
delivered a second lecture on Timber Frame repairs which was followed by many Qs & As. Of the 54
pre-booked places, 46 participants attended this day school.
The feedback from the sessions has been overwhelmingly positive with participants marking the
level of knowledge and usefulness of the day very highly. Many have expressed that they will be
using the skills learnt to undergo their own projects on their listed buildings. This is something the
BNG will be following up to try to get some interviews with people who have gone on to develop
their skills as a result of the day schools.
The delivery partner OBee has found the sessions very rewarding to deliver and with the outcome of
an actual sign board there is a real legacy for the project. The input required was much higher than
anticipated and a significant amount of volunteer and In-kind time has been delivered. The next
series of workshops will need to be considered to agree an alternative outcome which wouldn’t
require so much staff time outside of the day schools.

D3 – Heritage Skills Work Placements
Discussions have begun with project partners with regard to the work placements. A number of
organisations have expressed an interest in taking on work placements including Brandon Country
Park, RSPB and BTO. This will be developed in the next quarter with the aim of providing the first
placements towards the end of the academic year.

D4 – Geological Landscapes – The Brecks for Land Managers & D5 Communicating the Ice
Age Brecks
There is no activity due on these projects for this quarter.

D6 – Breaking New Ground in the School Ground
The focus this quarter has been on recruiting five schools for the project. A school recruitment
leaflet for the BNGSG project has been completed and circulated by email to schools within the
project area.
So far meetings have been held with IES Breckland in Brandon, a secondary school, and Barnham
CEVC Primary School; both schools have committed to the BNGSG project. Further meetings are
scheduled for January with Drake Infant and Nursery School in Thetford and Bishop’s Primary School
in Thetford. The project aims to work with schools spread across the project area, both in towns and
in rural locations and with a range of year groups.
With a delayed start in recruiting schools the project is currently behind schedule but enough time
has been built in for all activities to accommodate the late start, which will enable us to catch up
over the next two quarters. However, there are activities as part of this project which need to be
carried out at certain times of the year, such as seed collection and planting, and may need to be
moved forward depending on schools’ other commitments. Such planning will be done jointly with
schools once all five schools have been recruited.

The playing field at IES Breckland, a site for possible heathland creation

D7 – Brecks Uncovered
This quarter has seen the delivery of Brecks Uncovered to five primary schools in Norfolk and
Suffolk. The sessions have been well received with positive feedback from the schools involved.
Norfolk Wildlife Trust have delivered to four of the five schools signed up, Mundford Primary School
(101 children), Thompsons Primary school (81 children), Bishops CE VA Primary School (343
children), Great Hockham School (84 children). Suffolk Wildlife Trust delivered to the first of their

five schools at Riddlesworth Primary, this was delivered to the whole schools which has a total of 50
pupils.
The day of delivery starts with an assembly to introduce the children to the Brecks and inspire them
about the landscape and the creatures occurring in this unique habitat. The following sessions are
then delivered to each class and consist of a scavenger hunt and sensory and environmental games
within the school grounds.
Norfolk Wildlife Trust have also delivered twilight sessions to three schools, engaging with approx.
18 teachers to encourage a continuation of using the outdoor environment to cover aspects of the
curriculum. The following two years of delivery were also discussed so the school know exactly what
to expect throughout the rest of the project.
The remaining sessions for schools will be delivered in the next quarter.
Four Volunteer Education Officers, two in Norfolk and two in Suffolk, have been assisting with the
delivery of the ‘Brecks Uncovered’ project providing support in developing resources and with the
actual delivery of the sessions in schools.

‘Breck’ the dragon, named by Great Hockham
Primary School after being inspired by Brecks
Uncovered

Scavenger hunt at Thompson Primary School

D8 – Barnham Cross Common: Skills for the Future
This project has seen a slight delay on compilation of the event timetable but this will not have a
significant impact on the project delivery. Schools will be approached in the next quarter, January
2015 although some schools, such as Barnham Primary School, have already expressed an interest in
the project.

